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Genesis 1 & 2
Artist: Elena Mozhvilo (https://unsplash.com/@miracleday)

God imagined a world that was bright and blue. He dreamed of
green—avocado green, fern green, moss green.

Using His creativity, He spoke into existence the skies, the seas,
and two souls.

He chose to give them each a personal name. The bhoy is named
Adam and the girl, Eve.

Although God has many names, He wanted to introduce Himself
with His personal name: LORD.

He created a safe world for them, where they felt loved and accepted.
They never felt pain or sadness.

Their safe place was called the Garden of Eden. It was special
here because Adam and Eve did not know about fear, comparison,
competition, loneliness, doubt, or death.

No one got sick. Ever.

They could enjoy Him. He could adore them.

They laughed, played, worked, and created together.
God + Adam + Eve = Greatest Love Story Ever Told.

This world, this God-created, perfect garden of goodness, was their
Home.

But did you know?!? This world was our Home, too? God created
the world for us to enjoy and experience pleasure.

But, one day...



...God’s enemy visited Adam and Eve and invited them to a different
kind of experience.

God’s enemy tried to intluence them to focus on what they didn’t have
instead of on the good gifts of God.

God loved Adam and Eve from the tops of their heads to the bottoms
of their toes. They were accepted just as they are, never-ever thirsting
or hunting to find love.

But when they thought about what they were missing instead of what
they had in front of them, they were not happy or content.

Was it true, what God’s enemy said? Are we missing out, lacking, and
incomplete? If so, what must be done?

Doubt replaced confidence, and it caused them to see the world in a
whole new way.

They decided something must be done- even if it meant forgetting
about all the goodness and pleasure of Home, forgetting about God’s
love, and, even if it meant going against God, the kind Creator of their
souls.

But did you know?!? They had all they needed.

Adam and Eve didn’t see, couldn’t see, or perhaps forgot that the
LORD had given them all they will ever need. In the end, the very
thing they thought they needed was the thing that caused them to lose
it all.

They chose to listen to God’s enemy. And so, a break up occurred. Adam
and Eve had to leave their home, our home, the garden of goodness.

When they sinned, also known as “going against God’s goodness,” pain,
hurt, evil, shame, blame, illness, betrayal, fear, loneliness, comparison,
competition, racism, injustice, and much more entered the world. (So
much yuk!)

As days turned to months and then years, Adam and Eve grew a family
so large that people were everywhere! But this new world was filled
with evil, so people hurt each other - over and over. The LORD saw
this pain and made a decision.




The LORD decided to rescue them with love, so they could
experience goodness again.

He put a rescue plan in place to chase after them hecause they were
not meant to live under this cloud of darkness. The world was now
filled with bullying, shame, blame, illness, and fear.

God started His plan with a man named Abraham, who was called
a friend of God.

God promised Abraham he would have lots of children, and they
would grow into a LARGE family called the Israelites (or Jews).

The promise said Abraham would have a family so big that it would
be like the stars in the sky. This promise was a BIG promise to give
Abraham because he could not have kids- yet. But God kept His
promise, and it came true.

He is a Promise-Keeper.

God promised to always be friends with the Israelites- just like He
did with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Goodness. His loyalty was
on point. He never went back and forth or was two-faced.

A little Israelite girl would grow up to become a grandmother, and
she saw God keep His promises. Then her granddaughter would
grow up to become a grandmother, and she saw God do the same
thing.

God is not a confusing God, so He gave them directions on how to
be in a friendship with Him and each other. When the people made
mistakes in that friendship (Everyone does! Whew!), He told them
what to do about it, and He called it “the Law.”

Then, God told them He was bringing a hero to save them from the

' ‘ i evil.
= / This protector would be a part of the Israelite family (just like
\ E i them!), and they grew excited with hope.

From Genesis 12 to Malachi (the last book of the Old Testament)
Genesis 15:5/ James 2:23
Artist: Greg Rakozy https://unsplash.com/@grakozy



The time finally came when God’s Hero arrived on earth.

The hero was God’s own Son, and His name was Jesus. But did you
know?!? Jesus was also God! Do you know how ice is just water in a
different form? Jesus is God in human form!

The Israelites had waited years and years for this Hero, so people were
expecting a BIG, GRAND, SUPER-DUPER, HUGE party. But instead,
God chose to come down to earth as a human being. He was born in a
manger, which is a big box where animals eat! (Ewww!)

God became the very thing He created in the good garden: human. But
why? He wanted to show humans that He understood what it was like
to be human and live in a world full of hurt, evil, loneliness, hetrayal,
comparison, and competition.

God wants us to know we are not alone hecause Jesus understands
what it’'s like to be human.

Jesus spent time healing people’s physical pain and hurts of the heart.

Like a good doctor, God wants us to know He can care for our wounds
from this world.

Jesus lived on earth, keeping all of God’s guidelines (remember “the
Law?”) with zero mistakes! No other human has or will be able to do
this. It was a miracle!

God wants us to know that Jesus met all the “expectations” for
friendship with God, so we don’t have to earn it.

Jesus taught people how God wants His people to live so they can
experience peace, security, laughter, creativity, fun work, and more.

God wants us to know His instructions are how we experience the
goodness (from the garden) today, right now! (Yay!)

But WAIT! You haven’t heard the best part of the rescue plan...




Matthew 27-28/ Mark 15-16/ Luke 23-24/ John 19-20/ Romans 5:10-11
Artist: Pisit Heng https://unsplash.com/@pisitheng

...The most important part of the rescue is that God asked Jesus
to pay the cost of Israelites’ mistakes made in their friendship with
God.

When they went against God’s good and safe instructions, they
broke the “law,” so a price needed to be paid.

God asked Jesus to cover it, even though Jesus never made a
mistake or broke one of God’s guidelines. Jesus chose to pay the
price so people could have the choice to be friends with God forever.

This choice wasn’t just for the Israelites, but for everyone, including
you and me. He did this so we could be in friendship with God
forever- without having to work for it.

The cost to pay for sin was very high. It cost Jesus His life. He died
in a terrible and painful way to pay the price for sin in the world.

He faced death because He wanted us to experience the goodness
of God forever. The goodness that existed in the garden with Adam
and Eve. The goodness that will exist forever in Heaven.

Three days later, women went to the place where He was buried,
but He was not there! (What?!?) Jesus had heaten death and was
alive again! He did it!

Jesus fought against all the bad, dark, evil stuff in this world, and
HE WON!

This win gave people an opportunity to enjoy the goodness that
was in the garden. Right now. Today.

Because of Jesus’ life, death, and return, we have an opportunity to
be in a kind, healing, loving relationship, and God gives each of us
a choice. He does not force anyone to choose His love. If He did, it
would not be real love.

God’s greatest gift is giving people a choice to accept His friend
request.



Guess what? People chose!

They wanted to experience the same love Adam and Eve had
experienced in the Garden, so they put their trust in Jesus. They
wanted to know of the good world where God heals ALL, loves BIG
and accepts ANYONE.,

When Adam and Eve doubted God’s love instead of trusting it, they
made way for other people to have the same struggle.

Boys and girls are all born with the question, Does God love me? And
because of what Jesus did, people can answer the question! Does God
love me? Yes, Yes, and Yes!!!

People of different skin colors and ages can choose to believe in Jesus
and His power- not just the Israelites. It doesn’t matter what they have
done or not done. God wants to be with friends with everyone.

Once people choose Jesus, He lives inside He gives His new friends
help.

God sent another form of Himself, called the Holy Spirit, to live within
them. Just like water can turn to ice, water can also turn to steam-
three different forms of the same thing.

God is the Creator, Jesus is the Hero, and the Holy Spirit is the Helper.

Because Jesus pleased God and followed the rules of the “Law,”
followers of Jesus enjoy a friendship with God like Adam and Eve!
Remember the goodness of the garden? It is now theirs! Yours! (What
a love story!)

So when we feel hurt, we have instant access to our best friend.

We can talk with Him and tell Him how it feels. We can share every
thought. We can ask Him to heal our heart’s aches and pains because
healing is His special superpower.

=

Book of Acts to Revelation (the last hook of the New Testament)
John 3:16/ Romans 5:10-11/ Romans 8:10/ John 14:26
Artist: Mitchell Luo https://unsplash.com/@mitchel3uo
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Book of Acts to Revelation (the last book of the New Testament)
I Corinthians 1:2/ 2 Timothy 3:15-17
Artist: Shelby Miller https://unsplash.com/@shebster_07

When people put their trust in Jesus, they become friends with
God.

They join a big family called the Church.

A long time ago, God asked a few people to write down some of
His spoken words.

They hand-made copies and sent them to Churches around the
world who read it out loud to other Christians. As the Word was
read, the Holy Spirit spoke to each individual and the group. He
still does this today!

With the invention of the printing press, the Bible was recorded on
paper, and copies of the Bible grew fast and wide. With cell phones
and apps, people now get the Spoken Word with the swipe of a
finger.

For the Church to know how to live this new, good life on earth
with Him and others, God gave His Spoken Word, the Bible.

Even though He spoke it aloud long ago, He stills speaks it today
too!

When we trust His love, His instructions become an important
guide to understand and live in this world.

They become a way to enjoy God’s goodness from the garden today.
We can enjoy Him.

He can adore us.

We can laugh, play, work, and create together.

We can ask Him to heal our hurts.



And this is the part of the story where you come in!

Did you know God created every human being? Not one person is a
mistake!

You are a part of God’s Love Story. He thought up the idea of you.
Why?!? The same reason He made Adam and Eve.

He wants to experience friendship with you where you enjoy Him, and
He adores you.

You are like two peas in a pod- made for each other.

He is sad that pain exists in your world, but He put a plan in place to
help and, because of love, you have a choice. You can choose to helieve
the love story of God and in the power of Jesus to connect you with
God forever.

When you do, Jesus is the Hero, and He ties you into a friendship that
cannot ever end.

Best. Friends. Forever.

God wants you to know you are not alone because Jesus understands
what it’s like to be human.

Like a good doctor, God wants you to know He can care for your
wounds from this world.

God wants you to know that Jesus met all the “expectations” for
friendship with God, so you don’t have to earn it.

God wants you to know His instructions are how you experience the
goodness (from the garden) today, right now!

Psalm 139/ Romans 5:6-11
Artist: Joanna Kosinska. https://unsplash.com/@joannakosinska



Revelation 20:11-15/ Matthew 25:31-46
Artist: Debby Hudson https://unsplash.com/@hudsoncrafted

The final part of God’s rescue plan is so exciting!

Jesus still has one mission left, and it is the final battle with evil.
Like any good love story, there is always an exciting, dramatic end!
Thankfully, we know the ending!

Jesus returns and crushes evil (and the bad guys) once and for all.

He gathers together His Church (the Christians) and sets up God’s
Kingdom once and for all.

God creates a new heaven and a new earth. Jesus' followers will
live with peace, safety, joy, and love. There will be no more pain,
hurt, illness, shame, blame, bullying, and more.

People who have rejected God and His Love Story will not be able
to enjoy this life of safety and security.

Christians who have died will come back to this new life God
promised.

Because Jesus beat death, no one will experience death again.

God created the world for us to enjoy and created us to experience
friendship with Him. What His enemy stole, God will restore.

The Love Story will be complete.

God + You = Greatest Love Story Fver Told.
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